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perspectives
Against the Box

BY CHRISTIAN VASQUEZ
The Prospector

Hundreds of thousands have gathered
in protest of the brutality they say the police have inflicted on
minorities, and millions of people have watched tragedy
after tragedy unfold. It’s a topic everyone seems to have an opinion about.
However, the police force does
more than embody the notion of being the brutal arbitrator of a racist
justice system. They arrest people,
and by doing so, they change the life
of every single person that gets processed into our legal system.
For many of us, when we fill out
an application, there is a section that
asks a seemingly simple and understandable question. “Have you ever
been convicted of a crime?” Most
check no and move on, but for millions of people in the U.S. this isn’t the
case for them the odds of truly starting over diminish the moment they’re
released from prison.
It does seem to make sense though.
Most people would prefer to know if
they’re working with a recently released Ted Bundy. According to the
Prison Policy Initiative, out of the
2.3 million people in prison last year,
roughly 15,300 are in prison or jail
because of a violent crime, which
can range from homicide to simple
assault. The idea that people who
have been in jail or prison are violent maniacs who cannot be trusted
is a tired cliché.
If we put people in prison because
they broke the law and they need to
be punished, then why does the punishment extend to life after prison?
The price someone pays for breaking
the law can be years, sometimes decades, of his or her life in society. Former prisoners pay that price, yet we
tell them they are not welcome back.
Those who have made a mistake
have broken the law, but it is not just
the individual who is punished. The
kids of those individuals are also
punished. Someone who was locked
up and can’t find a job still has to feed
their children and pay the bills to
keep a roof over their head.
They will use desperate measures
to make sure there is enough food
on the table. You don’t need to pass
a background check to sell drugs and
you don’t need to check mark a box
to steal. Those “jobs” are always available and the money is there.
At this point, it becomes easier to
go back to prison than it does to get
a stable job and begin to contribute
toward society. The quality of life declines for both the children and the
person who supposedly has paid his
or her debt to society. This can po-
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tentially impact everything from basic nutrition to education. Even their
grandchildren’s future is at risk because once the cycle of poverty starts
it can be difficult to stop.
It doesn’t take a financial guru
to figure out that the more we put
people into prison and the more we
keep them out of the workforce, the
weaker our economy is going to become. The weaker our economy, the
fewer jobs are going to be available;
the fewer jobs that are available, the
more people will turn to other means
to make ends meet.
Our justice system is a vicious cycle
that actively dissuades rehabilitation.
To call it a “justice” system is almost
oxymoronic at this point. Justice for
whom? Is it justice for someone who
was caught smoking pot to miss out
on an education because they are no
longer eligible for financial aid? Is it
justice to no longer have a say in our
political system because you are a
felon who can’t vote? Is it justice to
pay a price, and then continue to pay
it for the rest of your life? If you can’t
vote, can’t get an education, can’t get a
job, then are you even a citizen of this
country? A country that brags about
opportunity, and the so-called government of the people, by the people
and for the people?
Of course, all of this assumes that
when someone is arrested it is because they are guilty. This all assumes that those who did the time
did the crime. That’s a heavy assumption to make. Not to mention
that minorities are heavily over-represented in our prison system and
in poverty levels. So while all of this
has a lasting effect on millions of
people of all races, it has a devastating impact on minorities.
I was at work one day, talking with
my manager as he looked over applications. He passed over one with
that checkmark on the “yes” box,
chuckled and said “Uhh no,” and
went on to the next one. I wondered
if that individual was desperate for a
job? Did they have a child they were
trying to feed and clothe? Was this
going to be the final job they apply
for before doing something drastic
to make ends meet?
We all get a second chance. When
you didn’t get caught smoking pot,
when you weren’t pulled over the
night you blacked out and somehow
drove home, when you got in a fight
and nobody called the cops. The
one’s who weren’t so lucky don’t get
that chance. That has got to change.
Either we treat the formally incarcerated as human beings who deserve a
second chance or we create a society
that robs people of the ability to make
a mistake.

Jacobo De la Rosa

Christian Vasquez may be reached at theprospectordaily.
news@gmail.com.
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entertainment
Meal deals for the student wallet
EDITOR

JULIA HETTIGER, 747-7477

CHRISTOPHER ZACHERL, ANGEL ULLOA / THE PROSPECTOR
(From left to right) Rib Hut is located at 2612 N. Mesa. A traditional plate of food served at Peking Garden. Drink options at Asian-fusion restaurant, Sushi Zen.

BY ERIC VASQUEZ
The Prospector
We’re heading into the back nine
of summer and while we’re tanned
extra crispy and finally getting that
beach bod we planned for in March,
the vacation hangover is starting
to creep into our wallets. While a
$5 trip to Circle K would kill the
hunger any day of the week, here
is a list of the top meal deals near
campus with a little more nourishment to them than a sack of fat or a
sugar rush.

Sushi Zen
Located in the same shopping center as Dollar General and Starbucks
at 2400 North Mesa, Sushi Zen is a

contender for sushi any day of the
week, but their 11:30 to 3 p.m. lunch
special gives the Japanese and Asianfusion restaurant (self-described, I
would have just said sushi) a red shell
in its back pocket. Two sushi rolls and
an appetizer will normally rack up a
bill just north of $15, but the lunch
special brings it down to $10.95.. Although the special won’t stuff you up,
it is enough food to satisfy the midday crash. The swift service and relaxed atmosphere is great for a lunch
date—one that doesn’t involve standing in line and staring at an overhead
menu.
My recommendation? The crab
salad, Amigo and Storm roll combo
is probably the most filling combo on
the menu.

Rib Hut
Maybe you’re a carnivore and consider sushi an honorary vegan food.
No worries, Rib Hut, the 30-year-old
barbecue spot located at 2612 North
Mesa (east of the Don Haskins Center), serves up a killer $2 rib special
every Wednesday. Granted, the short
ribs aren’t the hulking bones served
on the regular menu, but there is
enough meat on two of them to satisfy an appetite. Pair a rib with a cup
of mac and cheese or baked potato
and you are looking at a fair spread
for $6 tops.

Peking Garden
Easily the best deal in the area for
Chinese food, Peking Garden’s lunch
special is a $5.95 steal. Now I’ve got a

pretty big appetite, but I usually have
to call it quits on the last few pieces
of sesame chicken on my plate. The
special includes a cup of either egg
drop or hot and sour soup, an entrée,
a serving of fried or white rice and an
egg roll. The service is pretty quick,
dishing out the soup within minutes
after ordering, the main course is
served within 20 minutes. This special is perfect for all you wee eaters
with a friend looking to split. Peking
Garden is located at 2900 North Mesa
in the Miner Village strip mall.

Crawdaddy’s
Bar and Grill
Three words: dollar shrimp tacos.
Another three words: 49-cent wings.

When it comes to deals, Crawdaddy’s Bar and Grill, one of the
longstanding establishments on Cincinnati Street, can compete any day
of the week. The tacos are available
on Mondays, the wings on Wednesdays and Saturdays, and a $2 shrimp
cocktail is offered on Tuesdays and
Fridays. An order of three tacos is
filling enough, but as far as the wings
go, and I’m just as guilty of this, you
have to resist ordering a gloriously
high pile of wings to make this special work for your wallet. The kicker
at Crawdaddy’s however is the daily
drink specials, a combination of at
least five shots or beers lining up for
at most $4. Maybe today’s a day to
drink instead of eat. There’s vitamin C
in a margarita, right?
Eric Vasquez may be reached at theprospectordaily.ent@
gmail.com.

Steve Miller Band to perform
at the Don Haskins Center
BY ANDRIA GRANADO
The Prospector
The American rock group, the Steve
Miller Band, will perform at the Don
Haskins Center July 29 as part of the
group’s 2016 North American Summer Tour.
The tour, which was confirmed in
the wake of Steve Miller’s acceptance
and induction as a solo artist into
the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame last
year, kicked off June 17 in Northfield,
Ohio.
The band will make its stop in El
Paso before concluding their tour in
September, along with Santana, Journey and the Doobie Brothers in San
Francisco, Calif., at AT&T Park.
Throughout the course of the
band’s career they have been both, in
the words of a release about the tour,
“a psychedelic blues sound that drew
on the deepest sources of American

roots music” and a “brand of rock ‘n’
roll music that was polished, exciting
and irresistible.”
The group is responsible for contributing staples such as “The Joker,”
“Livin’ in the USA” and “Take the
Money and Run” to the genre.
“He (Steve Miller) is an institution
in the music industry and I’m looking
forward to seeing him live on stage,”
said Jorge Vasquez, executive director
of UTEP’s Office of Special Events.
The Steve Miller Band’s members
have changed several times over the
years, but its current members include Jacob Peterson, Joseph Wooten, Gordy Knudston and Kenny Lee
Lewis.
Miller has recently been contributing his time to serving on the welcoming committee of the Department
of Musical Instruments of New York’s
Metropolitan Museum of Art and as
a board member of Jazz at Lincoln

Center, where he curates and hosts
shows at both institutions, “celebrating the bridge between blues and jazz
music and early American music.”
Tickets are available through the
UTEP Ticket Center, Ticketmaster.
com or by phone at 800-745-3000.
Doors are scheduled to open at 7
p.m. and patrons are asked to arrive
early due to security checks and traffic and to not bring alcohol, food and
beverages, pets, laser pointers, audio/
video recorders, weapons, fireworks,
bottles/containers, umbrellas, coolers/ice chests, signs/banners, strollers, helium balloons, drones or professional cameras with detachable
lenses.
Glory Road will not be accessible
from Mesa Street past the Sun Metro
Bus Terminal Parking Garage.
Andria Granado may be reached at theprospectordaily.
ent@gmail.com

SPECIAL TO THE PROSPECTOR
The Steve Miller Band will perform at the Don Haskins Center on Friday, July 29.

